The Wisdom of God

Wisdom - the righteous application of true knowledge

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. *® For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2 For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 2 For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 2 but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 2*but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 2 For
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble

birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is low
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things
that are, 2° so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 3 And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from

God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! so that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”



Matthew 12:38-39

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a
sign from you.” 3 But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

Matthew 16:1-4

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a
sign from heaven. 2He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather,
for the sky is red.” * And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot
interpret the signs of the times. # An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no
sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.”

John 6:30

So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What
work do you perform? »

Matthew 27:39-43

And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads “°and saying, “You who would
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God,
come down from the cross.” #So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked
him, saying, *2 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. # He trusts in God; let God
deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘t am the Son of God.”” '

Sinclair Ferguson on The Enlightenment

“The 18th century marks the great transition point in the way in which Western civilization
has formulated itself...the basic principles of God’s revelation were laid aside and man
became the measure of all things...The measure of everything would become whether I could
understand it, whether | could reason it through.”

"God will either give us what we ask, or give us what we would have asked if we knew
everything he knows."

Tim Keller




